The ActiviSts:

The early days of the LGBIQ+
Movement in Baltimore
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Froni: Silas White, Gail Vivino, Paulette Young,
and Louis Hughes at New York Gay Pride Day, mid-1970s
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Above: Participants at first Baltimore Gay Pride celebration g
hold "Baltimore Giay Love™ balloons at Mt. Vernon Square, 1975.
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Front: Silas White, Gail Vivino, Paulette Young,
and Louis Hughes at New York Gay Pride Day, mid-1970s

uaq Aq

Above: Participants at first Baltimore Gay Pride celebration
hold "Baltimore Gay Love™ balloons at Mt. Vernon Square, 1975.



These stories come from research I did for a
statewide LGBTQ+ history study with the organ-
ization Preservation Maryland, and the presen-
tations I’ve been doing with some amazing col-
leagues ever since. This gay little history
zine 1is my attempt to provide an accessible
way to read and learn about the history of
LGBTQ+ people in Maryland and occasionally in
other, less interesting places.

People in our community rarely get an oppor-
tunity to learn our history, so I want it to
be as available as I can make it. I also want
to make it fun, a lot of this history is real-
ly ridiculous 1n a sort of melodramatic, campy
way.

If you want to get into the nitty-gritty, if
you want nuance, and you don’t mind reading
something a 1little more serious and dry, you
should check out my website at
www.médhistory.gay, it has longer, boringer,
more academic articles I adapt these from. If
you like it, please let me know! If you don’t,
well, you can’t say I didn’t warn you

If you have questions about these stories or
queer history 1in general, I can be reached
through my history Instagram:

émdhistory.gay
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If you have any questions about these
stories or queer history, hit up my

history insta:

@mdhistory.gay

Zines, artides, and other resources can

be found at

www.mdhistory.gay/zines

about me:

Ben Egerman 1s a librarian in Baltimore. That’s

it. That’s all youre getting.
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